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ACVREP and ATIA partner to deliver needed professional resources around assistive technology to vision rehabilitation and education professionals 

Tucson, Az., and Chicago, Ill., May 30, 18 - The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation & Education Professionals (ACVREP) and the Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) have partnered to promote the necessity and the benefits of assistive technology for vision rehabilitation and education professionals. Through their individual missions, both organizations work to ensure that the best programs, services, and opportunities are available to all vision impairment specialists in the fields of vision rehabilitation and education. 

With the launch of the new Certified Assistive Technology Instructional Specialist for People with Visual Impairments (CATIS) certification program, ACVREP is highlighting the importance for teachers of the visually impaired (TVIs) and vision rehabilitation therapists (CVRTs) to have instructional competence in assistive technology for individuals who are visually impaired.

Partnering with ATIA will allow ACVREP to offer its certificants a wider variety of practical, high-quality content through the ATIA annual conference while at the same time receiving ACVREP credit towards their professional recertification requirements. 

"ACVREP is excited to be the Strand Partner for the technology track with ATIA for its 2019 conference. Use of technology for individuals with visual impairment is critical to enabling them to achieve their goals for full inclusion in community life. We are grateful for this opportunity to develop a collaboration with ATIA that will enable both organizations to achieve greater impact for those we serve" said Kathleen Zeider, ACVREP President /CEO. 

"ACVREP and ATIA have missions that are aligned in the area of assistive technology. The 2019 ATIA conference is the first collaboration between the two organizations and we look forward to developing other opportunities for partnership in the near future." added Mickey Damelio, ACVREP Board Chair. 

"The ATIA board of directors is excited by this new partnership and the opportunities that lie ahead for both ACVREP and ATIA. There is an ever growing critical need for professional development around assistive technologies as well as a need for organizations like ATIA and ACVREP to collaborate to reach a broader audience," said Tara Rudnicki, ATIA Board President and President of North America, TobiiDynavox. ACVREP and ATIA look forward to working together to promote the importance of assistive technology while supporting all educators and ensuring the success of children and youth with disabilities. 

The ATIA CEO, David Dikter commented, "We are excited to enter into this new partnership with ACVREP. Our two organizations have complimentary goals and share a focus on high quality professional development programs for the betterment of our field. We have found a great way to advance both our goals as organizations with this new partnership."

About ACVREP 

ACVREP is a nonprofit certification organization advancing professional competency so all people with visual impairment receive services from highly qualified professionals. 

 Learn more about the Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation & Education Professionals at www.acvrep.org.

 About ATIA 

The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is a not-for-profit association of manufacturers, sellers and providers of assistive technology (AT)-products, equipment and systems that enhance learning, working and daily living for persons with disabilities. For more information about our assistive technology education and research, please visit www.atia.org.
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