Research Committee Background and Potential Projects Identified
May 1, 2009

Background Information:  In March 2009, the ATIA Board of Directors voted to establish a Research Committee for the association which will serve to increase credibility through a yet to be determined research agenda (see Research Committee Charter).  
The following 3 pages describe examples of potential deliverables/issues that were identified in an investigation which lead to development of the Research Committee.  Research activities are considered to be a combination of academic/clinical research with market/usability research:  
1. Support companies with limited research experience:  
a. Develop a primer process to get these companies started or to expand:    

i. How to start?
ii. What supports are available?
iii. Why become involved in research activities?
iv. How to begin without staff capacity?

b. Identify needs of these companies and seek solutions from ATIA and other industry partners.  
i. Potential projects that could serve companies at various levels of research experience.
1. Column in ATIA newsletter or separate newsletter for engineers, customer service staff, sales staff, etc. in areas related to research that could support them in their positions

2. List of universities that may be interested in developing research base position papers or literature reviews to support concept development phases or to secure appropriate marketing language

3. Develop a list of researchers that could conduct independent analysis of company collected data from surveys, focus groups, etc

4. Develop Clearinghouse to match researchers/research with companies.

2.  Support and collaborate with companies with considerable research experience:   

a. Develop ways to share knowledge and research that could help raise the credibility of the industry and member companies’ solutions.  Examples are:
i. Develop a decision tree on the web that would allow companies to understand the research methodologies that could be used
ii. Develop an online data base that would allow companies/associate members to post anecdotal, research based and scientifically based studies that are already published with search engine.  
1. Could partner with other organizations to manage this data base:  NCTI, NIH, OSEP, university programs, etc

2. Develop templates for research protocols that have been used by others and that could be replicated (like stable single subject protocols)

iii. Create an ATIA strand at the October 2009 conference with RERC’s and other research facilities and with key technologists in member companies, to consider/discuss latest technology gains and other issues for current and new technology opportunities

iv. Collect and communicate recommendations these companies have for ATIA to standardize research protocol, publication, etc. that could increase the industry credibility.
v. Develop a standard to create single subject protocols that could then be considered an entire body of evidence with consistency that could create some level of norming.

vi. Develop a standard for sharing anecdotal/action research and put archive in a data base to establish a body of anecdotal evidence.  
vii. Develop a process to share the latest research that could have the greatest impact for product/solution development.   
Additional Questions/Ideas:

· Can we generate a list of common needs groups of manufacturers would like to have researched?

· Are there certain research partners who could provide mentorship and training to the industry at large to cover common issues ie; definitions and categories of research, etc

· Other associations like ASHA, SIIA, and RESNA have had research committees.  Can we conduct an investigation to see what these organizations have done for their association and understand the impact it has made?  Consider replicating efforts.

· How can we work with key medical partners to achieve research goals?   (i.e.; understanding brain research, etc.)
· How do we demonstrate that AT does not have a negative effect (reliance on technology) on personal learning and independence?  
· How do we demonstrate cost effectiveness to society?   
· How do we quantify size and value of our industry to the nation and world stakeholders/customers?
· How do we learn and replicate efforts being made in the EU with AAATE (European Research Consortium)?

· Can we develop an award program to acknowledge the research that results in highly valued innovations? examples

· Most innovative technology
· Most effective universal design
· Best collaborative effort
· Company that best integrates research into products that are successful in the marketplace
· How do we seek a higher levels of research that move our industry forward while avoiding backlash or inaccurate assessments of products and other solutions.
· Can we start with a research project that would bring about legislation that could increase funding to the industry?
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