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ATIA Orlando 2010 Conference Links Education and Cutting-Edge Technology

American Foundation for the Blind Presents Prestigious Migel Medal

CHICAGO – February 4, 2010 – The Assistive Technology Industry Association’s (ATIA) Orlando conference wrapped up last week marking the organization’s eleventh consecutive Orlando-area conference.  Over 2,300 attendees were at the conference featuring 275+ educational sessions for educators, therapists and specialists, as well as a showcase of more than 120 companies and organizations that provide assistive technologies to enhance learning, working, and independence for people with disabilities.
“As we move into our second decade as an organization, we are encouraged by ATIA’s growth both in terms of partners and members, as well as the attendance at our two annual conferences—the one in Orlando and the one we hold in Chicago in the fall,” said David Dikter, Executive  Director of ATIA. “The combination of outstanding educational opportunities, coupled with our showcase of cutting-edge assistive technology products, makes ATIA conferences ‘must attends’ for any individual with disabilities and anyone involved with people with disabilities. “

Assistive Technology (AT) is defined as any item, piece of equipment, product or system—whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized—that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of persons with disabilities. ATIA companies cover all aspects of the assistive technology spectrum, including: augmentative and alternative communication; blind/low vision; computer access/Web accessibility; IT companies; K-12 and higher education technology; deaf and hard-of-hearing; practitioner and educator organizations; distribution and service provider organizations; and local, national and international groups.
During ATIA Orlando 2010, the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) presented its prestigious 2010 Migel Medal to Deane B. Blazie, an electrical engineer who developed the Braille 'n Speak as well as numerous other assistive technology products for people with vision loss. AFB's Migel Medal is the highest honor conferred in the blindness field and was presented to Mr. Blazie by Carl R. Augusto, President and CEO, and Paul W. Schroeder, Vice President, Programs and Policy, American Foundation for the Blind.

The ATIA 2010 Orlando Conference was opened with remarks from Orlando-area Rogue Gallart, who is both President of the Central Florida Disability Chamber, located at the Disney Entrepreneur Center and Director of Advocacy/Governmental Affairs for the Center for Independent Living of Central Florida. 

During the conference, the two-day ATIA Leadership Workshop on Accessibility provided educational sessions that explored best practices and benefits for building system-wide accessibility within corporations, government agencies, and higher educational institutions. The goal of the ATIA Leadership Forum is to provide insight on strategies as well as practical solutions implemented by some of today’s leading organizations that provide accessibility.

ATIA has an Alliance Partner program in which they partner with organizations that promote ATIA conferences and offer a discounted registration program to members and promote other ATIA educational programs.  Many of the ATIA Alliance Partners were speaking, exhibiting and hosting meetings at the conference. ATIA Alliance Partners include: American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA); American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA); Alliance for Technology Access (ATA); American Foundation for the Blind (AFB); Assistive Technology in Higher Education Network (ATHEN); Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP); Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD); Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST); The Chicago Lighthouse; DAISY Consortium; Easter Seals; Employment Resources, Inc. (ERI); Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS); Iowa Braille School (IBS); National Assistive Technology Technical Assistance Partnership (NATTAP); National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID); Pass It On Center (PIOC); the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America (RESNA); State Leaders in Assistive Technology in Education (SLATE); the Technology and Media Division (TAM) of the Council for Exceptional Children. 

About ATIA
Since 1999, ATIA has held an annual conference that provides a forum for education and communication to professional practitioners serving those with disabilities. Beginning in 2009, the organization began holding two annual conferences to greater serve different geographies of the US: one in Orlando, FL and the other in Chicago, IL.   ATIA is building on the successful launch of its educational webinars in the summer of 2010 with a new series in the spring of 2010.

ATIA will hold its annual Chicago conference, October 27-30, 2010, at the Renaissance Schaumburg Hotel and Convention Center; the next Orlando ATIA Conference will be January 27-29, 2011 at the Caribe Royale All-Suites Hotel and Convention Center. A combined Call for Papers for ATIA 2010 Chicago and ATIA 2011 Orlando  will be open from February 15 - May15, 2010. 
The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is a not-for-profit membership organization of manufacturers, sellers and providers of technology-based assistive devices and/or services. ATIA represents the interests of its members to business, government, education, and the many agencies that serve people with disabilities. Its mission is to serve as the collective voice of the Assistive Technology industry so that the best products and services are delivered to people with disabilities. For more information about ATIA’s educational opportunities and conferences, visit www.atia.org .
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