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ATIA Chicago 2009 Conference Is a Resounding Success
Over 2100 Attendees for first Chicago-Area Conference
CHICAGO – November 26, 2009 – The Assistive Technology Industry Association’s (ATIA) first Chicago conference, which ended October 31, 2009, was a resounding success, with one of the largest list of attendees in the organization’s 10-year history. The ATIA 2009 Chicago Conference included more than 2100 registered attendees, and a showcase of more than 120 companies and organizations that provide assistive technologies designed to enhance learning, working, and independence for people with disabilities. In addition to the exhibit hall, there were nearly 250 educational sessions for educators, therapists and specialists.

“We are thrilled with the response and turnout we had for our first Chicago conference,” said David Dikter, Executive Director of ATIA. “Since the inception of our organization more than a decade ago, our mission has been to ensure that people with disabilities have access to the best assistive technology products and services and the terrific success of ATIA Chicago 2009 indicates that we are fulfilling that mission.”

Assistive Technology (AT) is defined as any item, piece of equipment, product or system—whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized—that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of persons with disabilities. ATIA companies cover all aspects of the assistive technology spectrum, including: augmentative and alternative communication; blind/low vision; computer access/Web accessibility; IT companies; K-12 and higher education technology; deaf and hard-of-hearing; practitioner and educator organizations; distribution and service provider organizations; and local, national and international groups.
 “At ATIA we have always particularly focused efforts on providing outstanding educational opportunities at our conferences,” Dikter continued. “But, we also showcase the most cutting-edge products available to help people with disabilities. As one of our vendors noted, ‘The ATIA Conference is like the Consumer Electronics Show of Assistive Technology.’”
“As a first time ATIA conference attendee and the mom of a young adult with disabilities, I was really impressed with how helpful and supportive everyone was,” said Dixie Trevarthen. “I found many possible solutions for my own son's communication needs plus ideas I brought back to other parents and staff here in Nebraska.”
The ATIA 2009 Chicago Conference was opened on Thursday with remarks from Joe Albritton, Deputy Commissioner from the Chicago Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities. Friday’s conference was opened with remarks from Schaumburg Village President, Al Larson.  During the conference, the ATIA Leadership Workshop on Accessibility, presented in partnership with the ODEP Collaborative on Accessible Workplace Technologies, provided educational sessions designed to help the leaders of today's corporate, government, and educational environments address accessibility issues. The closing day of ATIA Chicago 2009 was capped with a special Halloween party, co-hosted with Easter Seals, which featured games provided by AbleGames.
ATIA has an Alliance Partner program in which they partner with organizations that promote ATIA conferences, offer a discounted registration program to members and promote other ATIA educational programs.  ATIA Alliance Partners include: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA); Alliance for Technology Access (ATA); American Federation for the Blind (AFB); Assistive Technology in Higher Education Network (ATHEN); Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP); Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD); Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST); The Chicago Lighthouse; DAISY Consortium; Easter Seals; Employment Resources, Inc. (ERI); Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS); Iowa Braille School (IBS); National Assistive Technology Technical Assistance Partnership (NATTAP); National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID); Pass It On Center (PIOC); the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America (RESNA); State Leaders in Assistive Technology in Education (SLATE); the Technology and Media Division (TAM) of the Council for Exceptional Children. 

About ATIA
Since 1999, ATIA has held an annual conference that provides a forum for education and communication to professional practitioners serving those with disabilities. In conjunction with its conferences, ATIA holds a Leadership Forum and Workshop on Accessibility which provides corporations, government agencies, and higher educational institutions with the information needed to expand their accessibility efforts. ATIA will hold its annual Orlando conference, January 27-30, 2010, at the Caribe Royale All-Suites Resort & Convention Center in Orlando, FL;   the ATIA Leadership Forum will run concurrently January 28-29. The next Chicago ATIA Conference will be October 27-30, 2010.
The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is a not-for-profit membership organization of manufacturers, sellers and providers of technology-based assistive devices and/or services. ATIA represents the interests of its members to business, government, education, and the many agencies that serve people with disabilities. Its mission is to serve as the collective voice of the Assistive Technology industry so that the best products and services are delivered to people with disabilities. For more information about ATIA’s educational opportunities and conferences, visit www.atia.org .
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