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AOTA Joins ATIA’s Growing List of Alliance Partners

Chicago, IL, January 25, 2010—The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is pleased to announce that the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) has joined ATIA’s Alliance Partnership Program. As an ATIA Alliance Partner, AOTA will offer discounted program registration to its members while promoting other ATIA educational programs and conferences. 

“Our Alliance Partners are global leaders in the assistive technology industry, and in choosing to partner with us, AOTA signals its ongoing commitment to providing enhanced benefits and opportunities to people with disabilities, ” says David Dikter, Executive Director of ATIA. “Since the inception of ATIA more than a decade ago, our mission has been to ensure access to the best assistive technology services and products and adding AOTA to our growing list of Alliance Partners indicates that we are fulfilling that mission.”

Assistive Technology (AT) is defined as any item, piece of equipment, product or system—whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized—that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of persons with disabilities.
“AOTA is proud to join the nearly 20 current Alliance Partners of the Assistive Technology Industry Association,” said Frederick P. Somers, executive director of AOTA. “Assistive technology is an important intervention in many areas of occupational therapy practice, and we look forward to working together.”

Through ATIA’s Alliance Partnership Program, partner organizations receive:

· Web site recognition with logo, description and a link to the partner web site

· Discounted conference registration programs

· Meeting space at no fee at ATIA conference venues

· News items inclusion in ATIA member e-newsletters

· Available discounts on exhibit space

· Priority educational session scheduling

Other ATIA Alliance Partners include: Alliance for Technology Access (ATA); American Federation for the Blind (AFB); American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA); Assistive Technology in Higher Education Network (ATHEN); Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP); Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD); Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST); The Chicago Lighthouse; DAISY Consortium; Easter Seals; Employment Resources, Inc. (ERI); Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS); Iowa Braille School (IBS); National Assistive Technology Technical Assistance Partnership (NATTAP); National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID); Pass It On Center (PIOC); Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America (RESNA); State Leaders in Assistive Technology in Education (SLATE); the Technology and Media Division (TAM) of the Council for Exceptional Children. 

About AOTA

Founded in 1917, the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) represents the professional interests and concerns of more than 140,000 occupational therapists, assistants and students nationwide. The Association educates the public and advances the profession of occupational therapy by providing resources, setting standards including accreditations and serving as an advocate to improve health care. 
Based in Bethesda, Md., AOTA’s major programs and activities are directed toward promoting the professional development of its members and assuring consumer access to quality services so patients can maximize their individual potential. For more information, go to www.aota.org. 
About ATIA

Since 1999, ATIA has held an annual conference that provides a forum for education and communication to professional practitioners serving those with disabilities. In conjunction with its conferences, ATIA holds a Leadership Forum and Workshop on Accessibility that provides corporations, government agencies, and higher educational institutions with the information needed to expand their accessibility efforts. ATIA’s next conference is ATIA Orlando 2010, January 27-30, 2010, and ATIA Chicago 2010, October 27-30, 2010.
The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is a not-for-profit membership organization of manufacturers, sellers and providers of technology-based assistive devices and/or services. ATIA represents the interests of its members to business, government, education, and the many agencies that serve people with disabilities. Its mission is to serve as the collective voice of the Assistive Technology industry so that the best products and services are delivered to people with disabilities. For more information about ATIA, visit www.atia.org.
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